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PLASTRON. n.f. [French.] A piece of leather fluffed, 
which fencers ufe, when they t&teli their ftholars, in order 
to receive the pufhes made at them. Trevoux. 

Againft the port their wicker fhiclds they crufli, 
Flourifh the (word, and at the plajlran pufti. Dryden 
To Plat. v. a. [from plait.] To weave ; to make by tex¬ 
ture. 1 

I have feen nefts of an Indian bird curioufly interwoven and 
pLtted together Ray on the Creation. 

1 never .ound fo much benefit from any expedient, , as from 
a ring, in which my miftrefs’s hair is platted in a kind of true 
lovers knot. Add!font Spectator, N° 245 

Plat. n.f. [more properly plot ; plot, Sax.] A fmall piece 
of ground. 

Such pleafurc took the ferpent to behold 
This flow'ry plat, the fweet reeds of Eve. Milton. 

Oil a plat of rifing ground, 

I hear the far-off curfeu found. 

Over fomc wide-water’d fhore. 

Swinging (low with fullen roar. Milton 

It pailes through banks of violets and plats of willow of its 
own producing. Spectator. 

I la tanE. n.J. [platane, Fr. p/atanus , tat.] The plane tree. 
I he platane round, 

The carver holm, the mapple fcldom inward found. Spcnf. 

I efpy’d thee, fair and tally 

Under a platane. Milton. 

Plate, n.f. [plate, Dutch ; plaque, Fr.] 

1. A piece of metal beat out into breadth. 

In his livery 

Walk’d crowns and coronets, realms and iflands were 
As plates dropt from his pocktt. Shakefp. 

Make a plate , and burnifh it as they do iron. Bacon. 

A leaden bullet-fhot from one of thefe guns, the fpace of 
twenty paces, will be beaten into a thin plate. JVHkins. 

The confers of thefe wretches, who could derive no fanc- 
tity to them ; yet in that they had been confecrated by the 
..■ftering inccnfe, were appointed to be beaten into broad 
plates, and fattened upon the altar. South's Sermons. 

Eternal deities ! 

Who rule the world with abfolute decrees, 

And write whatever time fhall bring to pafs 

With pens of adamant on plates of brals. Dryden. 

2. Armour of plates. 

With their force they pierc’d both plate and mail, 

And made wide furrows in their Hetties frail. Fa. Qttcen. 

3. [Plata, Spanifh.J Wrought filver. 

They eat on beds of iilk and gold. 

And leaving plate. 

Do drink in ftone of higher rate. Benj. Johnfon's Cataline. 
The Turks entered into the trenches fo far, that they car¬ 
ried away the plate. Knolles’s Hift. of the Turks. 

They that but now for honour and for plate 
Made the fca hlufh with blood, refigri their hate. Waller. 

At your defert bright pewter comes too late, 

When your firftcourle was all ferv’d up in plate. King. 

4- [Phi, Fr. piatta, Italian.] A fmall (hallow veflel of metal 
on which meat is eaten. 

Afeanius this obferv’d, and, fmiling, faid. 

See, we devour the plates on which we fed. Dryden. 

To Plate, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To cover with plates. 

The doors are curioudy cut through and plated. Sandys. 
M. Lepidus’s houfe had a marble door-cafe ; afterwards 
they had gilded ones, or rather plated with gold. Arbuthnot. 

2. To arm with plates. 

Plate fin with gold, 

And the ftrong lance of juftice hurtlefs breaks. Shakefp. 

Marfhal, afk yonder knight in arms. 

Why plated in habiliments of war ? Shakefp, 

His goodly eyes. 

That o’er the files and mutters of the war, 
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Have glow’d like plated Mars. 

The bold Afcalonitc 


Shakefp. 


Fled from his lion ramp, old warriours turn’d 

Their plated backs under his heel. Milton. 

3. To beat into lamina; or plates. 

If to fame aloner thou doft pretend. 

The milcr will his empty palace lend. 

Set wide his doors, adorn’d with plated braks. Dryden. 
If a thinned or plated body, of an uneven thicknefs, which 
appears all over of one uniform colour, (hould be flit into 
threads of the fame thicknefs with the plate ; I fee no reafon 
why every thread fliould not keep its colour. Netuton. 

Platen, n.f. Among printers, the flat part of the preis 
whereby the impreflion is made. 

Pla'tform. n.f [plat, flat, Fr. and form.] 

1. The ficetch of any thing horizontally delineated ; the ich- 
nography. 

When the workmen began to lay the platform at Chalcc- 
don, eagles conveyed their lines to the other fide of the 
(height. Sandys'"s JoUmty, 
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2. A place laid out after any model. 

No artful wildnefs to perplex the feene- 
Grove nods at grove, each alley has a brother. 

And half the platform jutt reflects the other 

3. A level place before a fortification. 

Where was this ? 

•—Upon the platform where Wc watch. 0/ • - 

4. A fcheme ; a plan. Mwtfp, 

Their minds and affections were univerfally bem„ 
againft all the orders and laws wherein this church is fo.,,,/a* 
conformable to the platform of Geneva. j . ded > 

I have made a platform of a princely garden by prcL/' 
partly by drawing not a model, but fomc general i;f’ 
of it. Bacon’Eff* 

They who take in the entire platform, and feflhe £l 
which rubs through the whole, andean bear in mind the 5 * 
fervations and proofs, will difeem how thefe propofiS 
flow from them. IV A, ’ 

Pt A'TICK afpen. In aftrology, is a ray caft from one ptn« 
to another, not exactly, but within the orbit of its own 

SdU 

Plato'on. n. f. [a corruption of peloton, Fr.] A fmall f qi Z 
body of mufketcers, drawn out of a batallion of foot, when 
they .'orm the hollow fquarc, to flrengthen the angles - the 
grenadiers arc generally thus potted; yet a party from'any 
other divifioms called a platoon, wlien intending to far from 
the main body. Military D$ 

In comely wounds (hall bleeding worthies (land, 
Webb’s firm platoon, and Lumly’s faithful band. ’ Tidal 
earth £R ” ^ rom t late -\ A lar g e di(h, generally of 

The fervants walk the platter, fcour the plate. 

Then blow the fire. Dryden's J mna l 

Satira is an adjective, to which lanx, a charger, or large 
platter is underftood. Dryden 

Plao'dit. in.f [A word derived from the Latin, tlaudn't 
Plau'dite. J the demand of applaufe made by the player* 
when he left the ftage.] /.pplaufe. 1 * 

True wifdom muit our actions fo direct. 

Not only the laft plaudit to expect. Denham 

She would fo (hamefully fail in the laft act, that inftead of 
a plauditc, (he would deferve to be biffed off the ftage. Mon. 

Some men find more melody in difeord than in the ange- 
lick quires; yet even thefe can difeern mufick in a confort of 
plaudites, eulogies given themfelves. Decay of Pittj. 

Plausibility, n.f [plaufibilite, Fr. from plauftble. ] Spe- 
cioufnefs; fuperficial appearance of right. 

Two pamphlets, called the management of the war, are 
written with fome plaufibility, much artifice and direct falfe- 
hoods. Sw/f. 

The laft excufc for the flow fteps made in difarming the 
advcrfarics of the crown, was allowed indeed to have more 
plaufibility, but left truth, than any of the former. Swift. 
PLAU SIBLE. adf [plauftble , Fr. plauftbilis , from p/audo, Lat.J 
Such as gains approbation ; fuperficially pleafing or taking; 
lpecious ; popular ; right in appearance. 

Go you to Angelo, anfwer his requiring with a plauftble 
obedience, agree with his demands to the point. Sbakefp. 

Judges ought to be more reverend than plauftble, and more 
advifed than confident. Bacon. 

They found out that plauftble and popular pretext of railing 
- an army to fetch ip delinquents. King Charles. 

Thefe were all plauftble and popular arguments, in which 
they, who molt delired peace, would infilt upon many con- 
defeenfions. Clarendon. 

No treachery fo plauftble , as that which is covered with the 
robe of a guide. L'Ejhange. 

The cafe is doubtful, and may be difputed with plaujwie 
arguments on either fide. South. 

Plau'sibleness. n.f. [from plauftble.] Specioulhels ; (how 

of right. 

Tlie plauftblenefs of arminianifm, and the congruity it hath 
with the principles of corrupt nature. Sanderfn. 

The notion of man’s free will, and the nature of fin beats 
along with it a commendable plainnefs and plauftblenefs. 

More. 

Plau'sibly. adv. [from plauftble.] 

1. With fair (how ; fpecioufly. 

They could talk plauftbly about that they did not undcr- 
ftand, but their learning lay chiefly in flourilh. Collier. 

Thou can’lt plauftbly dilputc. 

Supreme of feers, of angel, man and brute. Prior. 

2 . With applaufe. Not in ufe. 

I hope they will plauftbly receive-our attempts, or candidly 
correct our mifeonjeftures. Browns Vulgar Err outs. 

Plau'sive. adj. [from plaudo, Lat.] 

1. Applauding. 

2. Plaufiblc. A word not in ufe. 

His plaujive words 

He fcatter’d not in ears; but grafted them 
To grow there and to'bcar. Slmkejp. 

To PLAY. 



Shakefp. 

Shakefp. 


Sbakcfpet 
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To PLAY. v. n. [plejan, Saxon.] 

r. Tofport; tofrolick; to do fomething not as a talk, but for 
a plealure. 

On fmooth the feal and bended dolphins play. Milton. 
To toy; to act with levity. 

Thou with eternal wifdom did’ft converfe, 

WifJom thy fitter and with- her didft p ay. Milton. 

To be dilmifled from work. 

I’ll bring my young man to fchool; look where his matter 
comes; 'ns a 1 playing day I'fee. Shakefp. Mer. IV. ofJVindf. 
To trifle ; to ad wantonly and thoughtlefly. 

Men arc apt to piety with their healths and their lives as 
they do with their cloaths. Temple. 

To do fomething fanciful. 

How every fod ca vtphtf upon-the Word ! Shakefp. 
6. To prndife farcaftick merriment; 

I would make ufe of it rather to 'fPdf upon thofe I defpifed, 
than to trifle witlvthofe I loved. Pope, 

•j. To mock ; to practiferilldffon. 

I law him dead ; art thou 1 alive. 

Or is it fancy plays■ upon our eye-fight 1 . Shakefpeare. 

8. To game; to contend at feme game. 

Charles, I will pltty no moretO-night; 

My mind's not on’t; you are tdo hard for me. 

— Sir, ( did 1 never wm of you'Before. 

When lenity and cfuclty piety for kingdoms, 

1 he gentler gameftcr is the foohtft winner. 

O perdurable (hame ! 

Ate tHefe the wtfefchA'tliat we p’ny'd at dice for. Shakefp. 

The low rated EfiglWltyr/m* at dice. Shakefp. 

The clergyman played at whift and fwobbers. Swift. 

9. To do any thing trickifli or dcCcitflil, 

His mother pktyrd faffc With a Irnith. 

Cawdor, Glamis, all 
The wizzard women promis’d; and, I fear. 

Thou play'd]/! mod foully ftir’t; Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Life is not long enough for a coquette to play all her 
tricks in. Addifon’s S'e flat or, N° 89. 

10. To touch a mufical inftrument. 

Ev’ry thing that’heard him play, 

Ev’n- the billows of the fea 

Hung their heads,' and then lay by. 

In fweet mufick is fiidr art, 

Kirftng care, and grief of heart, 

Faltafleep, or hearing die. Shakefp. Henfy VIII. 

Thou art as a very lovely fong of one that hath a plda- 
fatit voice, and ean piety well on art inffruthertf. Ezclcic'fl 
Fully fays, there confifteth in the practice of finging and 
P'ayhg on inftruments great'knowledge, and the moft ex- 
cdtcrk inftrucHon', which rcdifics and orders out manners, 
and atih j the hear of arigfcr. Penchant of Mufick. 

Wherein doth our practice of finging and playing witli in- 
ttmn c 'S in our cathedra! churches' differ from the practice 
of . Pcaeham of Mujick. 

Clad like a country (Wain, he pip’d, he fung', 

AnA p!er,-ing drove his jolly troop along. Dryden. 

Taker thy harp and melt thy maid ; 

Play, my friend ! and charm the charmer. GlanpiU. 

He applied the pipe to his lips, and began to play upon it: 
the found of it was exceeding fweet. Ad'dijons Spectator. 

11. To operate ; to aft. Uied of any thing in motion. 

John hath feiz’d Arthur, and it cannot be. 

That whilft warm life plays in that infant's veins, 

The mifplac’d John (hould entertain 
One quiet breath of reft. Shakefp. King John. 

My wife dried out fire, and you brought out your buckets, 
and called for engines to p'ay againft it. Dryden. 

By conftant laws, the food is concofted, the heart beats] 
the blood circulates, the lungs play. Cheyr.e. 

t 2 . 'I o wanton-; to move irregularly'. 

Citherca all in (edges hid, 

Which feem to move and-wanton with her breath. 


Ev n as the waving fedges play with wind. 

This with exhilarating vapour bland 
About their lpirits play'd, and inmoft powers 
Made err. 

In the ftreams that from the fountain play. 
She wattl’d her face. 


Shakefp. 

Milton. 

Dryden. 


The fetting fun 
Plays on their (hining arms and burnitti'd helmets, 

And covers all the field with gleams of lire. Addifon 
l 3 - Fo perfonatea dra“ma. J 

A lord will hear you play to-night; 

But I am doubtful of your modelties, 

Lett, over-eying of his odd behaviour, 

Fot yet his honour never heard a play. 

You break into feme merry paflion. Shakefpeare ; 

^ Ev n kings but play ; and when their part is done/ 
A, ome other, worie or better, mount the throne. Dryden 
‘ 4 - 1 o reprefent a character. 

Courts arc theatres, where fome men play ; 

Entices, feme (laves, and all end in one day. Dome, 
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15. To aft in any certain character. 

Thus we play the fool with the time, and thefpiritsof the 
wife fit in the clouds and mock us. Shakefp. 

I did not think to (hed a teati 
In all my miferies ; but thou haft forc'dvne. 

Out of thy honed truth to play the woman. Shakefp^ 

She hath wrought folly to play the whore. Dent. xxii. 21. 
Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our 
people. 2 Samuel x. 12. 

Alphonfe, duke of Ferrara, delighted himfclf only in 
turning and playing the joiner. Peacham of Muftck. 

’Tis pofiiblc thefe Turks may play the villains. Denham. 
A man has no plcafuie in proving that he has played the 
fool. Collier of Fricndjhip. 

To Play. v. a. 

1. To putin aftion or motion : as, he played his cannon. 

2. To ufe an inftrument of mufick. 

He plays a tickling draw within his nofe. Gay. 

3. To aft a mirthful character. 

Nature here 

Wanton’d as in her prime, and play'd at will 

Her virgin fancies. Milton. 

4. To exhibit dramatically. 

Your honour’s players hearing your amendment. 

Are come to play a pleafant comedy. Shakefp. 

5. To aft ; to perform. 

Doubt would fain have played his part in her mind, and 
called in queftion, how (he (hould be allured that Zelmane 
was not Pyrocles. Sidney, b. ii. 

Play. n.f. . 

1. Aftion not impofed; not work ; difmiffion from work. 

2. Amufement; fport. 

My dearling and my joy; 

For love of me leave off this dreadful play. Fa. Shttcn. 
Two gentle fawns at/./cry. Milton. 

3. A drama; a comedy or tragedy, or anything, in which cha- 
rafters are rieprefented by dialogue and-acliAU f . 

Only they. 

That come to hear a merry play. 

Will be deceiv'd. Shakefp. Henry Vfll. 

A play ought to be a juft image of human nature, repre- 
fenting its humours and the changes of fortune to which it is 
fubjeft, for the delight and inftruftion of mankind. ' 

Vifits, plays and powder’d beaux. 

4. Game ; practice of gaming; contcft at a game. 

I will play no more, iny mind’s not on’t; 

T did never win of you;. 

Nor (hall net when my fancy’s on m yplaj. 

5. Prafticc in any conteft. 

When they can make nothing elfe on’t, they find it the 
bell of their piay to put it off with a jeft. L'Eframe 

He was refolved not to fpcak diftinftly, knowing his belt 
ptcy to be in the dark, and that ail his fafety lay in the confu- 
fion of his talk 7 Tiijotfon. 

in arguing the opponent ufes comprehcnfive and equivocal 
terms, to involve his adverfiary in the doubtfuinefs of his ex- 
prettion, and therefore the anlwcr on his fide makes it his/>/™ 
to diftinguifli as much as he can. Ceckei 

Bull’s friends advifed to gentler methods with the younZ 
lord; but John naturally lov'd rough play. Arbuthno?. 

o. Aftion; employment ; office. 

The fenfelefs plea of right by providence 
Gan laft no longer than the prefent fway ; 

But juftides the next who comes in play. Drsdcrt 

7. Prafticc; aftion; manner of afting ^ 

aS Iknew, in fecret manner, not to 
be far from the place where we appointed to meet, to prevent 
a«y foul play that might be offered unto me. Sidney, b ii 
e. Aft of touching an inftrument. 

9. Irregular and wanton motion. 

10. A ftate of agitation or ventilation. 

Many have been fav’d, and manvmay, 

... Roomfo 

*n 7 ?/ C ' ,0 L ntS 3rC ,et L exaft] y int0 one another, that they have 
ward ' ^ thCm ’ idt the ^ fhake u pwards orlown- 

12. Liberty of afting ; fwing. ^ Wf Meda,licai ^ereifee. 
Should a writer give the full play to his mirth, without re- 
U? m a n d 'f e L C> ’ n m , Ish / p!cnlc rcaders i l>ot muft be a very 

K :,T Y - Dny exempt from ££ 

I thought the life of every lady 
Should be one continual playday ■ 

Balls and mafquerades and (hows. Swift's Mifellanhs. 


Dryden. 

Swift. 


Shakefp: 


Pla 


ydebt. 
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